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had a sufficiency of wood fit for building, or burning bricks,
and in many places a scarcity of stone; therefore I imagine
the antients did as the moderns now do, that is, generally
build with clay. Should any vicissitude of fortune at this
time depopulate Busserah, its situation in a few ages would
nowhere be traced; as its ruins would soon be levelled by the
rain, and covered with sand from the desart, which possibly
\vas the fate of those ancient cities before mentioned.
Busserah I take to be the Buxrath mentioned in Isaiah
xxxiv. verse 6, Jeremiah xlviiL verse 24, Isaiah Ixiii. verse i,
Genesis xxxvi. verse 33, Jeremiah xlix. verse 22, Amos i. 12.
I do not mean the present city, which is of later date, or the
old one whose ruins are to be seen on an island S.E. thirty
miles hence, from whence the people removed for fear of the
Portuguese, who were then formidable; but the province of
Busserah and cities already mentioned, which I apprehend
stood hereabouts, whose total demolition accomplished the
prediction of the Prophets.